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INTRODUCTION 
 

The AASA ELA test will have a Writing unit and a Reading Unit 1 and Unit 2 for all 

grade levels. The structure of the sample test Writing test is similar to the actual AASA 

Writing test. Each Writing test will have one or more passages that relate to a prompt. 

Students will create a written response to the prompt. Students will not answer 

comprehension questions about the prompt. Scratch paper is permitted on both the 

Computer-Based Tests (CBT) and Paper-Based Tests (PBT) Writing tests in order for 

students to compose a rough draft prior to formulating a “final” copy in the paper test 

booklet or on the computer in TestNav. 
 

CBT—On the CBT Writing tests students will have access to one or more passages that 

relate to a prompt, an electronic version of the Writing Guide and an area on the 

computer in TestNav to enter their “final” response. 
 

PBT—On the PBT the students will have access to one or more passages that relate to 

a prompt, a print copy of the Writing Guide and a “final” copy area to write their 

response in their test booklet. On paper, the Writing Guide will also appear after the 

writing prompt and before the “final” copy area on the PBT. On the PBT, there will be 

three final copy pages with a line spacing of 0.375”for grades 3 and 4 (wide ruled) and 

0.3”for grades 5–8 (college ruled). 
 

Students are required to read passages associated with a topic then write a response 

based on a prompt. This type of text-based response requires students to use evidence 

from the passages as support for their ideas. This guide provides sample student 

responses which were scored using the AASA Writing Rubric. Each essay has 

annotations which explain the reasoning for the score the paper received as well as a 

description of the task and additional notes about scoring. Examples of student responses 

represent some of the various combinations of the score points across the scoring 

domains. As a basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring criteria, an 

annotation follows the response to explain the prominent characteristics of the response 

described in the rubric. These responses are not intended to provide a full spectrum of 

examples for each score point in each domain. Moreover, they do not necessarily 

represent the highest or lowest example of each score point in each domain. 
 

For more information on the Writing Guides available to students and the rubrics used to 

score writing responses on AASA visit the ADE website under “AASA Writing 

Resources” HERE. 

 

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/resources
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WRITING PROMPT 

 

Roadside Attractions  

Roadside attractions were built in the mid-1900s to attract travelers and 

get them to stop. Some of these sites still remain for people to see.  

Write a multiparagraph informative essay about why the historic 

attractions that still remain continue to be meaningful. Use information 

from the sources in your essay. 

Manage your time carefully so that you can do the following actions: 

• Read the sources. 

• Plan your response. 

• Write your response. 

• Revise and edit your response. 

 

Be sure to include the following tasks: 

• Use evidence from multiple sources. 

• Avoid overly relying on one source. 

 

Your response should be in the form of a multiparagraph essay. Enter 

your response in the space provided. 
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INFORMATIVE-TEXT BASED WRITING RUBRIC 
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SAMPLE STUDENT RESPONSES 

Student-1     Score Point 4/4/2     

 

Grade 7 
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Student-1     Score Point 4/4/2     

 

 

Grade 7 
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Student-1     Score Point 4/4/2     

 

 

Grade 7 
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Student-1 Annotation   Score Point 4/4/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4 

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and 

task, with emphasis on the clear controlling idea of why the historic attractions that still 

remain continue to be meaningful. Transitional strategies are varied and skillfully used to 

keep the relationships between and among ideas clear (What with, To combat this). Ideas 

progress logically throughout the response, and the introduction and conclusion are both 

satisfying.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 4 

The response provides thorough and convincing support, citing evidence for the controlling 

idea that includes the use of sources, facts, and details. Evidence is smoothly integrated, 

thorough, and relevant. References to sources are precise, with citations embedded in the 

response using parentheses (Source 1, paragraph 3). Elaborative techniques such as 

quotations and examples are effectively used, and precise language clearly and effectively 

expresses the student's ideas (enticing, captivate, frivolous). Sentence structures show much 

variety, demonstrating facility with language.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage, punctuation, 

and capitalization are consistently correct with a few errors. Sentences are formed properly, 

even when long and complex. There are some misspellings, but not enough to display a 

systematic pattern.  
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Student-2     Score Point 4/4/2        
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Student-2     Score Point 4/4/2        
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Student-2     Score Point 4/4/2     
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Student-2 Annotation   Score Point 4/4/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4  

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and 

task, concentrating the controlling idea of why the historic attractions that still remain 

continue to be meaningful. Transitional strategies are varied and skillfully used to keep the 

relationships between and among ideas clear (such as, for example, Although). It has a clear 

and effective organizational strategy that leads to coherence and completeness. Information 

is closely related to the controlling idea, which is strongly maintained. Ideas progress 

logically throughout the response.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 4 

The response provides thorough and convincing support, citing evidence for the controlling 

idea that includes the effective use of sources, facts, and details. Evidence is relevant and 

integrated smoothly and thoroughly. References to sources are precise (Source 2 paragraph 

2), and elaborative techniques such as quotations and examples are effectively used. Ideas 

are expressed clearly and effectively in precise language, and facility with language is 

displayed in a variety of sentence structures.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There is no pattern 

of errors in usage, and punctuation, capitalization, and sentence formation are all adequately 

used.   

 

 

  

Grade 7 
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Student-3     Score Point 4/3/2     

 

 

Grade 7 
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Student-3     Score Point 4/3/2     
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Student-3 Annotation   Score Point 4/3/2        

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4 

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, 

and task on the controlling idea – that these attractions are historically significant. The 

response begins with a wealth of information about roadside attractions and finally 

addresses why they remain meaningful in the conclusion (It’s important we preserve the 

history of roadside attractions so current and future generations can learn . . .). While this 

approach is unusual, it doesn’t mean the responses is any less valid.   

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

The response provides adequate support, citing evidence for the controlling idea that 

includes the use of sources, facts and details. Most references to the text are clear and 

include citations (As Stated in “The Rise and Fall of the Roadside Attraction,” the challenge 

to get more visitors gave rise to a category of attractions. . .). The expression of ideas is 

adequate, with precise language often used. The vocabulary is appropriate to the audience 

and purpose, and sentences are varied.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, sentence formation and spelling are all adequate, with very few errors 

overall.  

 

Grade 7 
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Student-4     Score Point 4/3/2     

 

  

Grade 7 
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Student-4     Score Point 4/3/2     

 

  

Grade 7 
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Student-4     Score Point 4/3/2        
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Student-4 Annotation   Score Point 4/3/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4 

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and 

task. The controlling idea of why the historic attractions that still remain continue to be 

meaningful is clear, and an effective organizational structure groups information according 

to the ways attractions are meaningful. Transitional strategies are varied and skillfully used 

to keep the relationships between and among ideas clear (Starting off, Even though, You can 

also, Continuing). Ideas progress logically from beginning to end without lapses, and the 

introduction and conclusion are both satisfying.   

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

The response provides adequate support, citing evidence for the controlling idea that 

includes the use of sources, facts, and details. Relevant information from sources is 

integrated, with some references remaining general and some more precise (For example, 

says Jeff Kunkle). Elaborative techniques are utilized adequately, especially the use of 

supporting evidence from the text. Expression of ideas is adequate; both general and precise 

language are utilized. Vocabulary is suited to the audience and purpose, and variation in 

sentence structure is displayed. Please note that with only referencing the sources (For 

example), but without citing the sources (Source 1, [or] Route 66 Roadside Attractions in 

Arizona), the highest score a response can reach in EE is a 3.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There are a few 

minor errors in spelling (Missoui, passtimes, travalers), but usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and sentence formation are all adequate, with very few errors overall.  

 

 

  

Grade 7 
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Student-5     Score Point 3/3/2     
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Student-5     Score Point 3/3/2        
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Student-5     Score Point 3/3/2   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grade 7 
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Student-5 Annotation   Score Point 3/3/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3 

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, 

and task. The task about why the historic attractions that still remain continue to be 

meaningful was addressed by showing how the roadside attractions "are important to 

american history". Organizational structure is evident, with related ideas grouped into 

paragraphs, creating a sense of completeness. Transitions are used to clearly connect related 

ideas (Which lets, such as). Ideas progress adequately and consistently from the beginning of 

the response to the end, while the introduction and conclusion are sufficient.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

The response provides adequate support, citing evidence for the controlling idea that 

includes the use of sources, facts, and details. Relevant information from sources is 

integrated, with some references general and some more precise ("the world's largest twine 

ball" (Source 1)). Elaborative techniques are used adequately to explain the provided 

evidence. Vocabulary is suited to the audience and purpose, and variation in sentence 

structure is displayed.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, sentence formation and spelling are all adequate, with very few errors 

overall.   
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Student-6     Score Point 3/3/2     

    

  

Grade 7 
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Student-6     Score Point 3/3/2     
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Student-6     Score Point 3/3/2    
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Student-6 Annotation   Score Point 3/3/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3 

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, 

and task. The controlling idea about why the historic attractions that still remain continue to 

be meaningful is clearly stated, and the response's information is organized around that 

idea. Transitions are used to clarify relationships between and among ideas (Now, So then, 

As I told you), and those ideas progress adequately throughout the response.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

The response provides adequate support, citing evidence for the controlling idea that 

includes the use of sources, facts and details. Relevant information drawn from sources is 

integrated into the response (The gigantic Bol Weevil (pg 6) has a historic value) and 

elaborative techniques are used adequately to develop ideas. The vocabulary is appropriate 

to the audience and purpose (sentimental, memory of a lifetime, entertainment).  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There is no pattern 

of errors in usage. There are a few minor errors in capitalization (i, Billboards), and in 

sentence formation, but adequate command is displayed.  

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 

3 
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Student-7     Score Point 3/2/2     
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Student-7     Score Point 3/2/2     
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Student-7     Score Point 3/2/2    
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Student-7 Annotation   Score Point 3/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3 

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, 

and task on the controlling idea of why the historic attractions that still remain continue to 

be meaningful. Organizational structure is evident, with information from the text grouped 

into paragraphs about why historic attractions continue to be meaningful. Transitions are 

used to clarify relationships between and among ideas (Another way, My final reason), and 

the style and tone are appropriate. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

The response provides uneven, cursory support/evidence for the controlling idea. Sources, 

facts, and details are partially used. Support is drawn from the text, and a citation is 

present (On page 7 paragraph 6 it Says), but no source is identified, and the elaboration is 

inadequate. Expression of ideas is sometimes simplistic (This all can have meaning). 

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There are a couple 

of minor capitalization errors and punctuation errors dealing with commas. Usage, spelling 

and sentence formation are all adequate, with very few errors overall.  

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 
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Student-8     Score Point 2/2/2     

 

Grade 7 
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Student-8     Score Point 2/2/2  

     

 

 

 

 

  

Grade 7 
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Student-8 Annotation   Score Point 2/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2 

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, and is focused 

on the controlling idea (Historic attractions that remain continue to be meaningful because 

the attractions are...). Its organizational structure is clear, with ideas grouped into 

paragraphs around its main points. However, there is little information to organize. 

Transitional strategies are present, but little variety is demonstrated (It also, There is 

also). The introduction and conclusion are inadequate because the student simply reiterates 

the introduction in the conclusion.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

The response provides uneven, cursory support/evidence for the controlling idea. Sources, 

facts, and details are partially used. Support is drawn from the text, and citations are 

present (For example in Source 2, "It was this natural curiosity that led them to begin 

searching old highways and forgotten small towns for once-popular roadside attractions" 

(Source 2: Searching for Stories Along American Roadsides)), but evidence is not sustained, 

and little information is present overall. Expression of ideas is sometimes simplistic (it 

makes nice and fun memories).  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There are a couple 

of minor usage errors, but not enough to show a pattern. Punctuation, capitalization, 

sentence formation and spelling are all consistently correct, with few errors.   

 

Grade 7 
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Student-9     Score Point 2/2/2     
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Student-9     Score Point 2/2/2  
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Student-9 Annotation   Score Point 2/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2 

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task; it is organized 

loosely around the task about why the historic attractions that still remain continue to be 

meaningful (The roadside attraction plays a great role in the telling of American 

history). Its organizational structure is clear, with ideas grouped into paragraphs around its 

main points. However, there is little information to organize. Transitional strategies are used 

inconsistently, and the conclusion is inadequate or missing.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

The response provides uneven, cursory support/evidence for the controlling idea that 

includes partial use of sources, facts and details. Evidence from sources is weakly 

integrated: sources are used and cited ("As automobile travel became more popular in the 

1930s, small towns had found ways to lure road-weary tourists to stop and spend money 

there" (Th Rise and Fall of the Roadside Attraction)), but evidence is not sustained, and 

inadequate information is present overall.   

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, sentence formation and spelling are all adequate, with very few errors 

overall.  

 

 

 

  

Grade 7 
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Student-10     Score Point 2/1/2     
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Student-10     Score Point 2/1/2  
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Student-10     Score Point 2/1/2  
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Student-10 Annotation   Score Point 2/1/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2 

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, with the 

controlling idea being why the historic attractions that still remain continue to be 

meaningful. It has an inconsistent organizational structure and transitional strategies are 

used inconsistently, with little variety (Long Ago, Now). Ideas progress unevenly, and the 

introduction and conclusion are inadequate.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1 

The response provides minimal support/evidence for the controlling idea, making little use 

of sources, fact, and details. Most of the information in the response is not present in the 

source texts. The expression of ideas is vague, and the response's language and vocabulary 

are limited (Now, yes people also go Just to see nice and cool things too.).  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There is no pattern 

of errors in usage. There are a few minor errors in capitalization (People, Just), and in 

spelling (probarly, Ameica), but adequate command is displayed.   

 

 

 

Grade 7 
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Student-11     Score Point 1/2/2     
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Student-11     Score Point 1/2/2  
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Student-11     Score Point 1/2/2  

 

  

  

Grade 7 
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Student-11 Annotation   Score Point 1/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

While this response is well-written, related to the topic, and discusses the meaningfulness of 

roadside attractions, the essay does not tell why they are meaningful, only why they are not 

meaningful. Providing an opinion essay rather than informative approach, this 

response demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task for this 

reason.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

The response provides some clear support/evidence for the controlling idea that includes 

partial use of sources, facts and details. However, because the response does not 

appropriately address the prompt and mode, it cannot get a higher score.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, sentence formation and spelling are all adequate, with very few errors overall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 
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Student-12     Score Point 1/1/2     
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Student-12     Score Point 1/1/2     
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 Student-12 Annotation   Score Point 1/1/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

This brief response is related to the topic and discusses roadside attractions, 

but demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. This paper is 

persuasive (Go hit the road and visit a local roadside attraction near you) rather than 

informative and does not discuss why the historic attractions that still remain continue to be 

meaningful. The introduction and conclusion are present but inadequate and transitional 

strategies are used inconsistently. Most importantly, the response must be an informative 

essay to achieve a higher score.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1 

The response provides minimal support/evidence for the controlling idea, making little use 

of sources, fact, and details. Evidence from sources is weakly integrated: sources are used 

but not cited or referenced, and because the response does not clearly respond to the task, it 

cannot reach a higher score.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, sentence formation and spelling are all adequate, with very few errors overall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 
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Student-13     Score Point 1/1/1     

 

 

Grade 7 
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Student-13 Annotation   Score Point 1/1/1     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

This brief response is related to the topic and mentions roadside attractions, but 

demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. The response is 

focused on roads and road trips rather than why the historic attractions that still remain 

continue to be meaningful. Without responding to the prompt, the highest score that can be 

reached is a 1 in PFO.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1 

The response provides minimal support/evidence for the controlling idea, making little use 

of sources, fact, and details. References to the text are general and mostly unelaborated. 

Erroneous information is included (this road has incredible stuff but in the 1865 people 

destroy some places). Furthermore, without responding to the prompt, the highest score that 

can be reached is a 1 in EE.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 1 

The response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. Errors with 

capitalization (Roads, route 66, JeFF, kelly, Museums, Interhet), spelling (inportant, 

beutiful, dinasours, treap, Interhet, entertraining, thime), usage (tourist/tourists, destroy, 

destroyed), and punctuation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 

 



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 7 

53 
 

Student-14     Score Point 1/1/1     
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Student-14 Annotation   Score Point 1/1/1       

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

This brief response is related to the topic and discusses roadside attractions, 

but demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. There is little to 

no application of a controlling idea. There are few to no transitional strategies and little 

discernable organizational structure. The response is an undeveloped list of reasons (it was 

Built in the 1800s you can visit it and buy suveniers to remember that you went there).  

 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1 

The response provides minimal support/evidence for the controlling idea that includes little 

or no use of sources, facts and details. References to the text are general and unelaborated, 

resulting in a list of facts. Language and sentence construction are both limited.  

 

Conventions - Score Point 1 

This brief response demonstrates a lack of command of basic conventions. Errors are 

frequent and severe. Punctuation is absent, apart from the misplaced period at the end of the 

response and demonstrates no control over sentence construction. Capitalization (Story, 

Built, route 66), spelling (soveniers, bult) and usage (here husband, why the bult it, so they 

did so. research) errors are too frequent in this brief response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 

 


